
phrase we simply look at its first clause body,

look at its first alternative. Finally, any phrase not covere
, or a meta-identifier) is an expression. Thus, the question o

It is important to become proficient in making that determina



encounter the first pattern

does not reflect the structure of

Here are the first three examples in Athena:

25 Recall that a lexical environment is a finite function mapping identifiers to values. Athena maintains a global
lexical environment that holds all the definitions made by the user (as well as built-in definitions). For instance,

. Since it is a finite function, an environment can be viewed as a finite set
of identifier-value bindings, where each binding is an ordered pair consisting of an identifier

environment that maps an identifier



Patterns are generally written in prefix, but binary sentent
tion symbols) can also appear inside patterns in infix, as seen in the first example above.

matches the first pattern under



Quantified sentences can also be straightforwardly decompo



Any identifier inside a pattern that is not a function symbol o
or quantifier (such as

structors and quantifiers) from
regular identifiers inside patterns.

. The first type of pattern matches any nonempty list



with identical first and second

is matched by any two-element list whose first element is a con

and whose second element is any nonempty list whose first elem
tification whose body is the sentence



we first match a discriminant value


